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Caesar's catamite, who owed his adoption to vice. The days
of the boy were numbered. Antonius announced that the
Senate must meet on the 24th to consider the situation.

But Octavianus had received news from his spies and set
out first. He arrived at Rome on the loth and stationed
his 3000 veterans outside the walls near the Temple of Mars.
He saw at once that he had gone too far. The senators were
ready to congratulate him privately, but hud no intention
of daring Antonius and his superior forces. Even the 3000
veterans were wavering, unable to follow what was going on;
it looked as if they'd be named as public enemies.

Antonius sent his two legions to Tibur and came on to
Rome. The session had been postponed til! the ssSth, to
give him time to encamp his men; he wanted also to confirm
their attachment to him, for he had learned the agents of
Octavianus were hard at work. When he had made sure
of a firm basis, he returned to complete the crushing of the
boy,, whose 3000 men were rapidly deserting.

But though the legions at Tibur had been purged of
discontent, the others, lacking the presence of Antonius and
angry from the events of Brundisium, \vere easier material
for the agents. No sooner had Antonius reached Rome
than he heard that the Martian legion on its march north-
wards had rebelled and gone off to Alba, declaring for the
Son of Caesar. At once Antonius rode headlong to Alba,
only to haxvc the gates shut in his face. In a fury he hastened
back to Rome, and there the news met him on the daybreak
of the 28th that the 4th legion had followed the example of
the Martian.

Octavianus was saved.

When the Senate met, Antonius merely announced that
Lepidus had successfully pacified the West and thereby
merited a Thanksgiving, Then he left the House.

Everything had happened so quickly that he left without
calling for a vote on the unfilled provincial appointments
of the next year. It would be madness to leave them empty,
for the conservatives to seize. So, contrary to custom, he
hurriedly called a second session for that evening; and the gaps
in appointment were filled. Gains Antonius got Macedonia,
atud Africa was given to Calvisius, a sound Caesarian*